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Book Review 
Cage Aquaculture in India 
T 
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute has 
,* -\ 
published a book entitled 'Cage Aquaculture in .. ....- *. Mr7:'j 
India' which was released by Hon'ble Union 
%: .: 
&.y .' 
Agriculture Minister Shri Sharad Pawar at Karwar 
on 19 July 2013. Following is the Book Review 
written by Dr M V Gupta, Former Assistant 
Director General, Worldfish Centre. 
The book "Cage Aquaculture 
in India" authored by Drs. G. 
Syda Rao, Imelda Joseph, 
K.K. Philipose and M. 
Suresh Kumar and published 
by the Central Marine 
Fisheries Research lnstit ute 
(CMFRI) is a rnonu~ne ntal 
work by the authors and first 
comprehensive publication 
on the subject. Enclosed 
fresh and brackish water 
bodies such as ponds being 
fully or in some cases over- 
exploited creating 
environmental problems, the 
world is looking to fartning  
of fish in open waters  
whether they be fresh or 
marine to meet the 
increasing demand for fish 
not only in India, but also all 
over the world.  Cage 
farming of fish in freshw ater 
fish started somet ime back 
in India on a small-scale  but 
for various reasons could not 
take off on a colnlnercial 
scale. 
Recent success in breeding 
and seed production of high 
value marine finfish by 
scientists of CMFRI and 
some other agencies have 
opened vistas for tnariculture 
and underlined the need for 
development of technologies  
for farming of these species  
in marine cages that are 
suitable for Indian 
conditions and at the sanle 
time could be sustained 
small farmerslfisher 
co~n~nu~~itieslentrepreneurs. 
Scientists of CMFRI have 
made this dream come true 
by developing cage fanning 
technologies for different 
species of finfish and shell 
fish, for the first time in 
India. 
The book divided in to 15 
chapters covers a broad 
spectrunl of aspects that 
need to be taken in to 
consideration for successf~~l 
cage farming. The chapters 
encompass detailed accounts 
on site selection for 
installation of cages 
including environ~n ental 
aspects; engineering aspects 
that have to be taken in to 
consideration in building 
cost-effective cages that 
could be sustained by 
fishingl farn~ing communities 
and small entrepreneurs; 
installation and maintenance 
of cages; grow-out farming 
practices for high value 
species such as seabass 
(Lates calcarifer) , Cobia 
(Rachycentron canadurn), 
mullets (Mugil sps.), 
Pearlspot (Etroplus 
Honourable Union Minister  for Agriculture and President, Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research Shri Sharad Pawar released 
the book 'Cage Aquaculture in India' on board the vessel at 
Karwar on 19 April 2013 
suratensis),  etc.;  capture-  
based aquaculture for 
fattening spiny lobsters, 
snappers, etc.; suitable and 
cost-effective feeds and 
feeding regimes; precautions 
need to be taken for health 
management of cultured 
stock and control of 
diseases; socio-eco nomic 
aspects that play an 
inlportant role in sustainable 
cage farming and; offshore- 
cage system s. Cage  fish 
farming in open-access 
waters raises issues of 
proprietaty rights and the 
publication raises the need 
for appropriate policies. 
The book also provides 
details on how to raise 
fiylfingerlings for stocking 
in cages. The authors  
provide case studies of 
successful demonstration of 
cage farming under taken by 
CMFRI in Andhra Pradesli, 
Gujarat,  Karnataka, Kerala,  
Odisha and Tamil Nadu. 
The authors  have written this 
book based on their 
experience  over the years in 
successful designing and 
de~non stration of 
com~nercially viable cage 
fish farming, which makes 
the publication as a practical 
guide for those who wish to 
take up cage fanning. The 
240 page book is prof~~sely 
illustrated with photograpl~s 
and line drawings which 
makes it easy for everyone 
to understand and practice. 
The book is a must for all 
those who are interested in 
cage aquaculture. 
Those interested in getting 
the book can contact 
Director, CMFRI, 
Ernakula~n North PO, 
P.B.No. 1603, Cochin 682 
0 18, India. 
Price : Rs. 800.00 
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